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And I say to you, Ask, and it shall be given you: seek, and you shall find: knock, and it shall be opened to you. For 
every one that asketh, receiveth; and he that seeketh, findeth; and to him that knocketh, it shall be opened. 
 
Recite: Litany of the Holy Ghost, Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary, & Ave Maris Stella (See Appendix) 
 
 

Day 14 of 33 
 

Imitation of Christ, by Thomas á Kempis: Book 3, Chapter 13 
Of the Obedience of One in Humble Subjection, 

After the Example of Jesus Christ 
 
My son, he that endeavoreth to withdraw himself from obedience, withdraweth himself from grace; and he who 
seeketh for himself private benefit (Matt. 16:24), loseth those which are common. He that doth not cheerfully and 
freely submit himself to his superior, it is a sign that his flesh is not as yet perfectly obedient unto him, but 
oftentimes kicketh and murmureth against him. Learn thou therefore quickly to submit thyself to thy superior, if 
thou desire to keep thine own flesh under the yoke. For more speedily is the outward enemy overcome, if the 
inward man be not laid waste. There is no worse nor more troublesome enemy to the soul than thou art unto 
thyself, if thou be not well in harmony with the Spirit. It is altogether necessary that thou take up a true contempt 
for thyself, if thou desire to prevail against flesh and blood. Because as yet thou lovest thyself too inordinately, 
therefore thou art afraid to resign thyself wholly to the will of others. And yet, what great matter is it, if thou, who 
art but dust and nothing, subject thyself to a man for God's sake, when I, the Almighty and the Most Highest who 
created all things of nothing, humbly subjected Myself to man for thy sake? 
 
I became of all men the most humble and the most abject (Luke 2:7; John 13:14), that thou mightest overcome 
thy pride with My humility. O dust! learn to be obedient. Learn to humble thyself, thou earth and clay, and to bow 
thyself down under the feet of all men. Learn to break thine own wishes, and to yield thyself to all subjection. 
 
Recite: Litany of the Holy Ghost, Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary, & Ave Maris Stella (See Appendix) 
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Luke 13:1-5 
Examples inviting Repentance 

And there were present, at that very time, some that told him of the Galileans, whose blood Pilate had mingled 
with their sacrifices. And he answering, said to them: Think you that these Galileans were sinners above all the 
men of Galilee, because they suffered such things? No, I say to you: but unless you shall do penance, you shall 
all likewise perish. Or those eighteen upon whom the tower fell in Siloe, and slew them: think you, that they also 
were debtors above all the men that dwelt in Jerusalem? No, I say to you; but except you do penance, you shall 
all likewise perish. 
 

True Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, Nos. 81 and 82 
We Need Mary in order to Die to Ourselves 

 
Secondly, in order to empty ourselves of self, we must die daily to ourselves. This involves our renouncing what 
the powers of the soul and the senses of the body incline us to do. We must see as if we did not see, hear as if 
we did not hear and use the things of this world as if we did not use them. This is what St. Paul calls "dying daily". 
Unless the grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single grain and does not bear any good 
fruit. If we do not die to self and if our holiest devotions do not lead us to this necessary and fruitful death, we shall 
not bear fruit of any worth and our devotions will cease to be profitable. All our good works will be tainted by self-
love and self-will so that our greatest sacrifices and our best actions will be unacceptable to God. Consequently 
when we come to die we shall find ourselves devoid of virtue and merit and discover that we do not possess even 
one spark of that pure love which God shares only with those who have died to themselves and whose life is 
hidden with Jesus Christ in him. 
 
Thirdly, we must choose among all the devotions to the Blessed Virgin the one which will lead us more surely to 
this dying to self. This devotion will be the best and the most sanctifying for us. 
 
Recite: Litany of the Holy Ghost, Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary, & Ave Maris Stella (See Appendix) 
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Day 15 

  

The Virgin Mary’s life in the Temple 

 

The soul to the Queen of Heaven: 

Holy Queen Mother, here I am at your side as your 

child to follow your steps as you enter the Temple. Oh, 

how I wish you would take my little soul and enclose it in 

the living Temple of the Will of God, isolating me from 

everyone except [you, my mother, and] my beloved Jesus 

and your sweet company. 

 

Lesson of the Queen of Heaven: 

My dearest child, how sweet are your whisperings 

to my ears, as you tell me that you wish to be enclosed in 

the living Temple of the Divine Will, and that you desire no 

other company than that of your Jesus and mine. Oh, dear 

child, you make the joys of a true mother arise within my 

maternal Heart. If you allow me the freedom to act in you, I 

am certain that you, my child, will be happy, and my joys 

will be yours. To have a child who is happy is the greatest 

happiness and glory of a mother’s Heart. 

Now listen closely to what your tender mother 

wishes to tell you, my child. I arrived at the Temple only to 

do the Divine Will. My holy parents brought me to the 
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superiors of the Temple, consecrating me to the Lord, and 

as they did so, I was dressed up in a festive manner, while 

hymns and prophecies were sung of the future Messiah. 

And oh, how my Heart rejoiced! 

Afterwards, with courage, I said goodbye to my 

dear and holy parents. I kissed their right hands and 

thanked them for their care for me in my childhood, and for 

having consecrated me to the Lord with so much love and 

sacrifice. My peaceful presence, without crying and with 

courage, infused in them so much courage that they had the 

strength to say good bye to me and depart. The Divine Will 

ruled over me and extended its Kingdom in all of my acts. 

Oh, the power of the Fiat that alone granted me the heroism 

to separate myself from those who loved me so much, 

when I, yet so little, saw their hearts break upon leaving 

me. 

Now, my child, listen closely to what your tender 

mother wishes to tell you. I enclosed myself in the Temple, 

for this is what the Lord desired of me; He wanted me to 

extend the Kingdom of the Divine Will in the acts I was 

asked to accomplish there. Indeed, with my little acts I was 

to prepare for all souls consecrated to the Lord the earth of 

the Divine Will and the heavens which were to be formed 

over this earth.  

I was most attentive in all the duties that one did in 

those days in this holy place. I was peaceful with everyone, 

and I never caused any bitterness or bother to anyone. I 

submitted myself to the most humble tasks. I did not 
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encounter any difficulties in what I did,
22

 neither in 

sweeping nor in doing the dishes. Any sacrifice was for me 

an honour – a triumph. And do you want to know why? I 

was so attentive the Will of God that I paid attention to 

nothing else; the Will of God was everything to me. 

Therefore, the little bell [of the Temple] that called me was 

the Fiat. I heard the mysterious sound of the Divine Will 

which called me in the sound of the little bell, and my 

Heart rejoiced and ran to go wherever the Fiat called me. 

My rule was the Divine Will, and I saw my superiors as the 

ones in command of so holy a Will. So, the little bell, the 

rule, the superiors and my actions, even the most menial 

ones, actualized in me the joys and enthrallments the 

Divine Fiat had prepared for me.  

The Divine Fiat called me to extend its Will also 

outside of me in order to establish its Kingdom [in others] 

in [and through] my tiniest acts. And I acted like the sea 

that conceals everything it possesses and reveals to the eye 

only water: I hid everything in the immense sea of the 

Divine Fiat. I could see nothing but seas of the Divine Will, 

such that all things brought me joys and enthrallments. Oh, 

my child, you and all souls swam within my acts. I did not 

                                                             
22

 Mary’s affirmation that she “did not encounter any difficulties in 

what she did”, does not means that all things came easy to her. Indeed, 

she relates in her 2
nd

 Meditation (p. 202) that it “cost her much” to 

circumcise her child Jesus, just as it cost her much on Day 5 (p. 25), 

where she affirms that “there is no sacrifice similar to mine”. So while 

Mary did not encounter ‘any difficulties’ in promptly and 

spontaneously obeying the will of God, such spontaneity and 

unflinching adhesion to God’s Will was nevertheless accompanied by 

heroic sacrifice. 
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carry out any of my acts without having my child present. It 

was precisely for my children that I prepared the Kingdom 

of the Divine Will. 

If all souls consecrated to the Lord in holy places 

would allow everything to be absorbed in the Divine Will, 

oh how happy they would be. They would convert their 

communities into many heavenly families and fill the earth 

with many holy souls. But, alas, with motherly sorrow I 

must say to them, “I see so much bitterness, disturbance 

and discord.” In reality, sanctity does not lay in the office 

one possesses, but in doing the Divine Will in whatever 

office with which one is entrusted. The Divine Will is the 

peacemaker of souls and the strength and support in the 

greatest sacrifices. 

 

The soul: 

O Holy mother, how beautiful are your lessons that 

sweetly descend into my heart! I ask you to extend within 

me the sea of the Divine Fiat, and to place it around me so 

that your child may neither see nor know anything other 

than the Divine Will. May I always journey through it to 

know its secrets, its joys and its bliss. 
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Aspiration: 

Today, to honour me, accomplish twelve acts of 

love for me in honour of the twelve years I spent in the 

Temple, asking me to admit you to union with my acts. 

 

Exclamation: 

Holy Queen Mother, enclose me in the sacred 

Temple of the Will of God.  
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 Fifteenth Hour 

7 AM 

Jesus is presented to Pilate, who sends him to Herod 

 

My bound and good Jesus, your enemies together 

with the Priests present You to Pilate. Feigning sanctity and 

scrupulosity, they remain outside the praetorium on account 

of having to celebrate the Passover.
51

 And You, my love, 

seeing the depth of their malice, offer reparation for all the 

hypocrisies of the religious body. I too offer reparation with 

You. And while You are concerned about their own good, 

they begin to accuse You before Pilate, fomenting all the 

poison they have against You. 

Showing himself unsatisfied with the accusations 

they make against You, Pilate calls You aside to find a 

reason for which to condemn You and, he alone 

interrogates You and asks You; “Are You the King of the 

Jews?” And You, Jesus, my true King, answer: “My 

Kingdom is not of this world, otherwise thousands of 

legions of angels would defend Me.” And Pilate, moved 

                                                             
51

 To keep themselves ritually clean in order to eat the Passover meal, 

the Jews do not enter Pilate’s praetorium, so Pilate’s discussion with 

them occurred outside the praetorium at the pavement (Jn. 19:3), the 

place of Pilate’s judgment seat. The Jews make three accusations 

against Jesus, i.e., perverting the nations, forbidding the payment of 

tribute and sedition against the Roman Empire. Jesus enters Pilate’s 

praetorium, where Pilate picks up on the third accusation and asks 

Jesus if he is a king. Pilate exits the praetroium and goes back to the 

pavement to publicly declare Jesus’ innocence and fate. 
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and surprised by the sweetness and the dignity of your 

words, says to You; “So, You are a king?” And You reply: 

“You say so. I am and I have come into the world to 

teach the truth.” 

Convinced of your innocence, and without wanting 

to know anything else, Pilate goes out to the pavement and 

says: “I find no guilt in this man.” Enraged, the Jews 

accuse You of many other things, and You remain silent. 

You do not defend yourself, but offer reparation for the 

weakness of the judges when they are faced by the arrogant 

– You offer reparation for their injustices, and You pray for 

the innocent, the oppressed and the abandoned. Then, 

seeing the fury of your enemies, Pilate sends You to Herod 

to get rid of You. 

 

Jesus before Herod 

My Divine King, I want to repeat your prayers and 

reparations as I accompany You to Herod. I see that your 

enraged enemies seek to devour You and, leading You 

among insults, mockeries and derisions, they make You 

arrive before Herod who, with growing conceit, asks You 

many questions. You do not answer him and do not even 

look at him. And Herod, irritated because his curiosity is 

not satisfied and humiliated by your long silence, declares 

to all that You are mad and mindless and orders that You 

be treated as such. And to mock You, he has You clothed 

with a white garment and delivers You into the hands of the 
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soldiers so that they may mistreat You in the worst way 

possible. 

My innocent Jesus, no one finds You guilty – only 

the Jews, because their feigned religiosity does not permit 

the light of truth to shine in their minds. Beloved Jesus, 

infinite wisdom, it costs You so much to be declared 

insane! The soldiers abuse You: They cast You to the 

ground, stomp on You, cover You with spittle, despise You 

and with rods they beat You with so many blows that You 

feel You are about to die. The pains, the ridicule and the 

humiliation they force You to experience are so 

overwhelming that the angels weep and cover their face 

with their wings. 

My Jesus declared mad, I too want to call You mad, 

but mad with love. Your madness for love is so great that, 

instead of becoming upset, You pray and offer reparation 

for the ambitions of kings and leaders who aspire to 

kingdoms to the destruction of nations, for the many 

massacres they cause, for many blood baths they incite to 

satisfy their own whims, and for the sins committed in 

courts, palaces and garrisons. 

O my Jesus, how tender it is to see You pray and 

offer reparation while overwhelmed with so many 

outrages! Your voice resounds in my heart and I follow 

whatever You do. And now, let me place myself at your 

side, share in your pains and console You with my love. 

Driving away your enemies from You, I take You in my 

arms to refresh You, and I kiss your forehead. 
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My sweet love, I see they do not give You a 

moments’ rest, for now Herod sends You to Pilate. If your 

coming here was painful, your going back will be more 

tragic, as I see the Jews are more furious than before and 

are determined to make You die at all costs. 

Before You leave Herod’s palace, I want to kiss 

You while You are overwhelmed with so much suffering to 

prove my love to You. And may You strengthen me with 

your kiss and with your blessing, so that I may follow You 

to Pilate. 

 

  




