Third Week
Day 27 of 33
Theme for the Week: Knowledge Of Jesus Christ
During this period we shall apply ourselves to the study of Jesus Christ. What is to be studied in Christ? First the
God-Man, His grace and glory; then His rights to sovereign dominion over us; since, after having renounced
Satan and the world, we have taken Jesus Christ for our Lord. What next shall be the object of our study? His
exterior actions and also His interior life; namely, the virtues and acts of His Sacred Heart; His association with
Mary in the mysteries of the Annunciation and Incarnation, during His infancy and hidden life, at the feast of Cana
and on Calvary.
From True Devotion To the Blessed Virgin Mary, Nos. 61-62
61. Jesus, our Saviour, true God and true man must be the ultimate end of all our other devotions; otherwise they
would be false and misleading. He is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and end of everything. "We
labour," says St. Paul, "only to make all men perfect in Jesus Christ." For in him alone dwells the entire fullness of
the divinity and the complete fullness of grace, virtue and perfection. In him alone we have been blessed with
every spiritual blessing; he is the only teacher from whom we must learn; the only Lord on whom we should
depend; the only Head to whom we should be united and the only model that we should imitate. He is the only
Physician that can heal us; the only Shepherd that can feed us; the only Way that can lead us; the only Truth that
we can believe; the only Life that can animate us. He alone is everything to us and he alone can satisfy all our
desires. We are given no other name under heaven by which we can be saved. God has laid no other foundation
for our salvation, perfection and glory than Jesus. Every edifice which is not built on that firm rock, is founded
upon shifting sands and will certainly fall sooner or later. Through him, with him and in him, we can do all things
and render all honour and glory to the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit; we can make ourselves perfect and be
for our neighbour a fragrance of eternal life.
62. If then we are establishing sound devotion to our Blessed Lady, it is only in order to establish devotion to our
Lord more perfectly, by providing a smooth but certain way of reaching Jesus Christ. If devotion to our Lady
distracted us from our Lord, we would have to reject it as an illusion of the devil. But this is far from being the
case. As I have already shown and will show again later on, this devotion is necessary, simply and solely because
it is a way of reaching Jesus perfectly, loving him tenderly, and serving him faithfully.
Recite: Litany of the Holy Ghost, Ave Maris Stella, Litany of the Holy Name, St. Louis de Montfort’s Prayer to
Mary, and O Jesus Living In Mary (See Appendix)

Day 28 of 33
Matthew 26:1, 26-29, 36-46
And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended all these words, he said to his disciples: You know that after two
days shall be the pasch, and the son of man shall be delivered up to be crucified...
...And whilst they were at supper, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and broke: and gave to his disciples, and said:
Take ye, and eat. This is my body. And taking the chalice, he gave thanks, and gave to them, saying: Drink ye all
of this. For this is my blood of the new testament, which shall be shed for many unto remission of sins. And I say
to you, I will not drink from henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I shall drink it with you new in the
kingdom of my Father...
...Then Jesus came with them into a country place which is called Gethsemani; and he said to his disciples: Sit
you here, till I go yonder and pray. And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to grow
sorrowful and to be sad. Then he saith to them: My soul is sorrowful even unto death: stay you here, and watch
with me. And going a little further, he fell upon his face, praying, and saying: My Father, if it be possible, let this
chalice pass from me. Nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt. And he cometh to his disciples, and findeth them
asleep, and he saith to Peter: What? Could you not watch one hour with me? Watch ye, and pray that ye enter
not into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh weak. Again the second time, he went and prayed,
saying: My Father, if this chalice may not pass away, but I must drink it, thy will be done. And he cometh again
and findeth them sleeping: for their eyes were heavy. And leaving them, he went again: and he prayed the third
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time, saying the selfsame word. Then he cometh to his disciples, and saith to them: Sleep ye now and take your
rest; behold the hour is at hand, and the Son of man shall be betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us go:
behold he is at hand that will betray me.

Recite: Litany of the Holy Ghost, Ave Maris Stella, Litany of the Holy Name, St. Louis de Montfort’s Prayer to
Mary, and O Jesus Living In Mary (See Appendix)

Day 29 of 33
Imitation of Christ, by Thomas á Kempis: Book 1, Chapter 1
Of the Imitation of Christ, and Contempt of all the Vanities of the World
He that followeth Me, walketh not in darkness (John 8:12), saith the Lord. These are the words of Christ, by which
we are admonished, how we ought to imitate His life and manners, if we would truly be enlightened, and delivered
from all blindness of heart. Let therefore our chiefest endeavour be, to meditate upon the life of Jesus Christ.
The doctrine of Christ exceedeth all the doctrine of holy men.; and he that hath the Spirit will find therein the
hidden manna (Apocalypse. 2:17). But it falleth out that many who often hear the Gospel of Christ, feel little desire
after it, because they have not the Spirit of Christ (Rom. 8:9). But Whosoever will fully and with relish understand
the words of Christ, must endeavor to conform his life wholly to the life of Christ.
2. What doth it avail thee to discourse profoundly of the Trinity, if thou be void of humility, and art thereby
displeasing to the Trinity? Surely profound words do not make a man holy and just; but a virtuous life maketh him
dear to God. I had rather feel contrition, than know the definition thereof. If thou didst know the whole Bible by
heart, and the sayings of all the philosophers, what would all that profit thee without the love of God (1 Cor. 13:2),
and without His grace?
Vanity of vanities, and all is vanity (Eccles. 1:2), except to love God, and to serve Him only. This is the highest
wisdom, by contempt of the world to press forward towards heavenly kingdoms.
Recite: Litany of the Holy Ghost, Ave Maris Stella, Litany of the Holy Name, St. Louis de Montfort’s Prayer to
Mary, and O Jesus Living In Mary (See Appendix)

Day 30 of 33
Matthew 27:36-44
And they sat and watched him. And they put over his head his cause written: THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE
JEWS. Then were crucified with him two thieves: one on the right hand, and one on the left. And they that passed
by, blasphemed him, wagging their heads, And saying: Vah, thou that destroyest the temple of God, and in three
days dost rebuild it: save thy own self: if thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross. In like manner also
the chief priests, with the scribes and ancients, mocking, said: He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be
the king of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him. He trusted in God; let him now
deliver him if he will have him; for he said: I am the Son of God. And the selfsame thing the thieves also, that were
crucified with him, reproached him with.
Imitation of Christ, by Thomas á Kempis: Book 2, Chapter 12
Of the King's High Way of the Holy Cross
Unto many this seemeth an hard saying, "Deny thyself, take up thy cross, and follow Jesus" (Matt. 16:24). But
much harder will it be to hear that last word, "Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire" (Matt. 25:41). For
they who now willingly hear and follow the word of the Cross, shall not then fear (Psalm 112:7) to hear the
sentence of everlasting damnation. This sign of the Cross shall be in the heaven, when the Lord shall come to
judgment (Matt. 24:30). Then all the servants of the Cross, who in their life-time conformed themselves unto
Christ crucified, shall draw near unto Christ the Judge with great confidence.
Why therefore fearest thou to take up the Cross which leadeth thee to a kingdom? In the Cross is salvation, in the
Cross is life, in the Cross is protection against our enemies, in the Cross is infusion of heavenly sweetness, in the
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Day 28

The expectation of Christ’s Resurrection: His victory
over death and the release of the souls from Limbo

The soul to its Holy Queen Mother:
My sorrowful mother, I who am your little child see
you by yourself, without your beloved and good Jesus. I
long to cling to you and keep you company in your most
bitter desolation; without Jesus, you experience nothing but
sorrow. Not having anything but the memory of his
harrowing pains, of the sweet sound of his voice which still
resounds in your ears, of dear Jesus’ charming gaze in his
moments of sweetness, sadness and tear-filled weeping that
always enraptured your maternal Heart, are like sharp
swords that pierce your maternal Heart through and
through.
Desolate mother, I, your dear child, offer you my
compassion to assuage each one of your sorrows. What is
more, I would like to be [for you another] Jesus to offer
you all the love, comfort, consolation and compassion that
Jesus himself would have given you in your state of bitter
desolation. Sweet Jesus gave me to you as your child; now
allow me to act in his stead within your maternal Heart, so
that I may be to you another Jesus in all things, my mother.
I will dry your tears and offer you my perpetual company.
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Lesson of the desolate Mother and Queen:
Dearest child, thank you for your company. If you
wish your company to be sweet and dear to me, and if you
wish to be the bearer of comfort to my pierced Heart, allow
me to find in you the operating and dominating Divine
Will, whereby you refuse to concede so much as one breath
of life to your own will. Then will I exchange you with my
Son Jesus, because only by means of his Divine Will
reigning in you will I experience Jesus [alive and reigning]
in your heart. And how happy I shall be to find in you the
first fruits of Jesus’ sorrows and death; in finding my
beloved Jesus in my child, my pains will convert into joys,
and my sorrows into conquests.
Now, child of my sorrows, listen closely to what
your tender mother wishes to tell you. As my dear Son
breathed his last, He descended into the prison of limbo as
the triumphant bearer of glory and joy to all the patriarchs,
prophets, the first father Adam, dear Saint Joseph, my holy
parents and all those who had been saved by virtue of the
foreseen merits of the future Redeemer. Because I was
inseparable from my Son, not even death could take him
away from me. So, in my ardent sorrows I followed him
into limbo, and witnessed the rejoicing and thanksgiving
which that great host of souls offered my Son who had
suffered so much [for them]. Indeed, his first step was
directed toward them to beatify them and bring them with
him to heavenly glory.
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So with Jesus’ death there began the conquests and
glories for him and for all those who loved him. And this,
dear child, symbolizes the manner in which all conquests,
glories and joys begin in the divine order for the soul who
makes its will die in union with the Divine Will, even in the
face of life’s greatest sorrows.
So, even though the eyes of my soul followed my
Son and I never lost sight of him, during those three days in
which He was in the sepulcher, I so yearned to see him
risen that in my ardent love I kept repeating: “Rise, my
Glory! Arise, my life!” My desires were so ardent and my
yearning so enflamed that my human nature was
completely consumed in love.
Now, in this yearning, I saw my dear Son,
accompanied by this great host of souls, leaving limbo and
returning to the sepulcher. It was the dawn of the third day,
and just as all nature wept over him, so now it rejoiced in
him, so much so that the sun anticipated its course to
witness the event of my Son’s Resurrection. But what a
surprise it was to see that before resurrecting, He showed
this great host of souls from limbo his most sacred
humanity covered with Blood, wounded and disfigured for
love of them, exactly as it was when He was on the Cross.
All were deeply moved and gratefully contemplated the
excess of his love in the great miracle of the Redemption.
Oh, my child, how I long for you also to witness the
event of the Resurrection of my Son! He was cloaked with
majesty, and from his divinity united to his humanity, his
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soul unleashed enchanting seas of light and beauty that
filled heaven and earth. Then, triumphantly making use of
his power, He commanded his deceased humanity to
receive his soul again and rise triumphant and glorious to
immortal life. What a solemn event this was! My dear Jesus
triumphed over death saying, “Death, you will no longer be
death, but life!”
With this triumphant act, Jesus sealed the reality
that He was [in his one divine Person both] Man and God,
and with his Resurrection He confirmed his doctrine, his
miracles, the life of the Sacraments and the entire life of the
Church. Moreover, He obtained the triumph over the
human will of all souls that are weakened and almost dead
to any true good, so that the life of the Divine Will that was
to bring the fullness of holiness and all blessings to souls
might triumph over them. And in so doing, and by virtue of
his Resurrection, He also sowed the seed of resurrection to
eternal glory in all human bodies. My child, the
Resurrection of my Son encloses everything and it is the
most solemn act of Jesus for love of souls.
Now, my child, listen closely to what your tender
mother wishes to tell you. I wish to speak to you as a
mother who loves her child very much; I wish to tell you
what it means to do the Divine Will and to live in it. The
example is given to you by my Son and by me. Our life was
strewn with pains, poverty and humiliations, to the point of
me seeing my beloved Son die amidst sorrows, but in all
this the Divine Will excelled. The Divine Will was the life
of our sorrows through which it made us feel triumphant
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and victorious,43 so much so that it changed death itself into
life. Indeed, in experiencing the great blessings [of the
Divine Will], we [had such interior resolve that we]
voluntarily exposed ourselves to sufferings. For having the
Divine Will in us, over which no one had any power, [we
knew that] no one had power over us. Thus suffering was in
our power which we invoked as our nourishment and
conqueror in the work of Redemption in order to purchase
for the entire world all the blessings God had prepared for
it.
Now, dear child, if you allow the Divine Will to
become the center of your life and [especially] of your
sorrows, you can be certain that sweet Jesus will use you
and your sorrows to administer assistance, light and grace
to the entire universe. Therefore, have courage, for the
Divine Will can do great things wherever it reigns. In all
circumstances, reflect yourself in me and in your sweet
Jesus, and forge ahead.

The soul:
Holy mother, if you help me and keep me sheltered
beneath your mantle as my heavenly sentry, I am certain
that all of my pains will convert into the Will of God, and I
will follow you, step by step, along the unending ways of
the Supreme Fiat. For I know that your enrapturing
43

Mary reveals to Luisa on Day 29 that after Jesus’ Resurrection, such
sorrows were converted into seas of grace, light and love.
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motherly love and power44 will conquer my will, keep it in
your power and exchange it for me with the Divine Will.
And so, my mother, I entrust myself to you and abandon
myself into your arms.

Aspiration:
Today, to honour me, recite seven times: “Not my
will, but yours be done,” while offering me my sorrows in
exchange for the grace to do always the Divine Will.

Exclamation:
Dear mother, for the sake of the Resurrection of
your Son, make me rise again in the Will of God.

44

Throughout her writings Luisa relates that the “power” Mary
possesses discovers its provenance in the Trinity. Mary reveals to
Luisa: “… The heavenly Father poured forth upon me seas of power;
the Son, seas of wisdom; the Holy Spirit, seas of love. So I was
conceived in the never-ending light of the Divine Will” (cf. L.
Piccarreta, BVM, day 2). Jesus reveals to Luisa: “It was the power of
Our [Triune] Will operating in her [Mary] that, while dominating her,
made her the possessor of God himself…” (L. Piccarreta, volume 15,
December 8, 1922).
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Novena to The Divine Mercy
Fourth Day
1216 Today bring to Me the pagans and those who do not yet know me. I was
thinking also of them during My bitter Passion, and their future zeal
comforted My Heart. Immerse them in the ocean of My mercy.
1217 Most Compassionate Jesus, You are the Light of the whole world. Receive
into the abode of Your Most Compassionate Heart the souls of pagans who as
yet do not know You. Let the rays of Your grace enlighten them that they, too,
together with us, may extol Your wonderful mercy; and do not let them
escape from the abode which is Your Most Compassionate Heart.
May the light of Your love Enlighten the souls in darkness;
Grant that these souls will know You And, together with us, praise Your
mercy.
Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon the souls of pagans and of those
who as yet do not know You, but who are enclosed in the Most
Compassionate Heart of Jesus. Draw them to the light of the Gospel. These
souls do not know what great happiness it is to love You. Grant that they, too,
may extol the generosity of Your ' mercy for endless ages. Amen.

